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 Minutes  

 Open Spaces  

Oct 28th, 2021 15:00 

Location: Virtual 

 

Present:    

Tori Arnett, President of SLC CSU 

Lynn Courville, President of Cambrian SAC 

Ricardo Souza, President of Fanshawe SU 

Ronnie Kasana, President of SUCCI 

Alannah Kennedy, President of Fleming SAC 

 

 

CSA Board Member Ana Gabriela Buttelli Hentschke,  CSA GM Jason Baryluk,  

CSA Policy & Research Analyst Trevor Potts,  

and CSA Office Administrator Brenda Leciuk 

 

Proxys Present:  

N/A 

 

Agenda Items   

             

1. CSA GM Jason Baryluk Called Open Spaces session to order at 15:02 

 

 

2. CSA GM Jason Baryluk Progresses Through Agenda Items 15:03 

 

Jason Baryluk welcomed and thanked all student leaders to the Open Spaces launch, and outlined the format of 

the session, first proceeding through key issues as put forward by student leaders prior to the session, and then 

indicating afterwards the opportunity to open the floor up for discussion.  

 

- Introductions – 15:05 

 

Jason Baryluk welcomed first-time non-member participants Ricardo Souza and Lynn Courville to Open Spaces. 

Lynn Courville expressed her excitement to see CSA staff again, and Ricard Souza expressed his excitement to 

join Open Spaces forum, after his friend Lynn had recommended that he join her. Ricardo gave a brief 

description of his time at Fanshawe College, and a brief bio about his journey to becoming President at FSU. 
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- OPSEU & CEC Bargaining – 15:09 

 

Jason Baryluk gave an overview of the current Labour Action occurring on campuses: With the Collective 

Agreement contract recently expired, both sides (CEC and OPSEU) had initiated mediation to see if they could 

reach an agreement. Jason explained that as of October 28th, both sides failed to reach an agreement and had 

terminated mediation, lifting the media blackout, and the Mediator, Mr Keller, issuing his scathing report 

criticizing the Faculty Bargaining team (OPSEU). Jason highlighted to the student leaders that the next steps in 

the process would be one last ditch attempt by both sides to reach an agreement before escalating. Tori Arnett 

expressed that many students can recall hearing about the 2017 strike, and are concerned about a similar 

scenario. Lynn Courville confirmed this statement, and expressed reservations about students being treated fairly 

by either side.  

 

        

3. Jason Baryluk Initiates Open Issues discussion  - 15:21 

 

Jason Baryluk then opened up the floor to any open issues that student leaders and SA presidents were having on 

their campuses.  

 

Return to Campus Plans – 15:22 

Tori Arnett reported that there their campus is planning an 80% return to in-person learning next semester 

(Winter 2022). Gabi Hentschke affirmed that Humber was also planning a 80% return to in-person learning 

for January 2022, and that already students had initiated a petition against in-person classes and sudden 

announcements by College administration. Lynn Courville said that no announcement has been made yet, 

but she believes a decision is imminent in light of other colleges issuing statements on their in-person return 

to campus plans. Ricardo Souza confirmed that Fanshawe would also continue with a similar policy, with 

90% return to in-person learning for what he claims is an estimated 65% of all programs. He expressed that 

some of his students don’t want to return, since they’ve moved to other cities. Alannah Kennedy confirmed 

Ricardo’s statements, and said that Fleming College was planning a 100% return to in-person learning for 

January 2022, with no virtual learning components, and that this was causing significant anxiety in the 

student population. 

 

 

Vaccination Policies – 15:37 

 Ricardo Souza mentioned that Fanshawe requires, as of Nov 5th, full vaccination status to access campus, and 

believes that this deadline is too sudden. He expressed that it is hard to track vaccination status on campus, 
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and that this policy could have been communicated by faculty much better. Gabi Hentschke said that 

Humber is requiring proof of vaccination using its new Humber campus app that students must download, 

and then upload their status to. Lynn Courville expressed that Cambrian will also be using a similar app 

developed for Cambrian college. Tori Arnett expressed she was not aware that St Lawrence Cornwall would 

be using an app, but that students would have to be fully vaccinated with 2 shots to be on campus. 

 

In-Person Requirements & Fees for Absences - 15:45 

 Tori Arnett indicated that for St Lawrence Bachelor of Science Nursing (BScN) students were being charged 

heavy fees for missing labs, even in the case of valid sicknesses due to COVID-19. For 1 missed lab, a $90 fee 

was applied. For a missed day, a $180 fee was applied. For more than 1 missed day, a $250 fee was applied. 

Tori expressed strong concern over many students having to pay these fees, even in the case of valid 

exceptions (eg sickness), and that the appeal process for students was being made on a case-by-case basis, 

which was proving to be long in duration, and by extension, very costly for students. She expressed that she 

has heard similar concerns from Brockville SU president Dorothy Bui that many nursing students are unfairly 

being hit by these missed lab fees.  

 

Student Housing Crisis – 15:54 

 Lynn Courville mentioned that Sudbury is currently in the throes of a housing crisis, as well as a high 

homelessness rate. Lynn indicated this is having a detrimental impact on students, which is compounded by 

other challenges, including a poor city transit system. For students that live far from campus (due to a lack of 

housing options near campus), many students have to take the public transit system, which is infrequent and 

often consumes 2+ hours of their day in transportation alone. Tori Arnett also affirmed that Kingston and 

surrounding area, including Cornwall, was experiencing a severe housing crisis, and that for many students, 

living in Cornwall close to campus was an impossibility.  

 

Rising International Student Tuition – 16:03 

 Gabi Hentschke indicated that as an international student, she has found that tuition levels are rising at a 

fearful rate. She indicated that international tuition at Humber has grown nearly $2000 over the space of one 

year. Alannah Kennedy affirmed that Fleming College has also increased their international student tuition 

by $2000, and that this trend is worrying many of her students. 

 

 

    8. CSA GM Jason Baryluk Calls to Adjourn Meeting – 16:07 

 

Jason Baryluk thanked all members for attending, and reaffirmed their concerns as key to informing CSA advocacy 

with the provincial government. He indicated that these concerns would be incorporated into the upcoming CSA 

Return-to-Campus student survey being planned for late December, the upcoming CSA Issues Brief, and for direct 
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advocacy conversations with Ontario MPPs at Advocacy Summit in November. Jason finished by wishing student 

leaders a great afternoon and giving a reminder of the next Open Spaces event set for November 25 2022.  

 

 

 

 

 

 


