
  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 
COLLEGESTUDENTALLIANCE.CA 

 

T. 416-340-1212 

312 Adelaide Street West Suite 301 

Toronto, ON M5V 1R2 

 Minutes  

 Open Spaces  

Nov 25th, 2021 15:00 

Location: Virtual 

 

Present:    

Ahmad Alkosani, President of Sault 

Tima Shah, VP of CCSAI 

Ronnie Kasana, President of SUCCI 

Alannah Kennedy, President of Fleming SAC 

Lynn Courville, President of Cambrian SAC 

Tori Arnett, President of SLC CSU 

Shay Kedroe, President of Humber IGNITE 

Dorothy Bui, President of Brockville SU 

Sam Jemison, President of Niagara SU 

Ricardo Souza, President of Fanshawe SU 

Adam Folland, President of Frost SU 

Flaxey Karey, President of NCSA Haileybury 

William Cuneo, President of Stoney Creek MSA 

 

 

CSA Board Member Ana Gabriela Buttelli Hentschke,  CSA GM Jason Baryluk,  

CSA Policy & Research Analyst Trevor Potts,  

and CSA Office Administrator Brenda Leciuk 

 

Proxys Present:  

N/A 

 

Agenda Items   

             

1. CSA GM Jason Baryluk Called Open Spaces session to order at 15:05 

 

 

2. CSA GM Jason Baryluk Progresses Through Agenda Items 15:06 
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Jason Baryluk welcomed and thanked all student leaders to Open Spaces, and outlined the format of the session, 

first proceeding through key issues as put forward by student leaders prior to the session, and then indicating 

afterwards the opportunity to open the floor up for discussion.  

 

- Introductions 

 

Jason Baryluk welcomed first-time participant and President of Sault SU, Ahmad Alkosani, to Open Spaces. All 

student leaders and presidents welcomed Ahmad, who expressed his excitement to join Open Spaces, after his 

friend Ronnie Kasana (SUCCI) had recommended that he join. Ahmad gave a brief description of his time at Sault 

College, and a brief bio about his journey to becoming President at SSU. 

 

 

- OPSEU & CEC Bargaining – 15:15 

 

Jason Baryluk gave an overview of the current Labour Action occurring on campuses: As of November 20, 

OPSEU requested a strike vote in light of CEC’s request for a no-board report. Jason Baryluk also indicated that 

once OPSEU receives the No Board report, a count-down begins lasting 17 days before either Labour Action (by 

Faculty), Lockout (by Employer) or Imposition (by Employer) can begin. He also outlined that CSA is supporting 

the side of students, and that the best solution for students is for both sides to agree to Interest Arbitration, which 

would empower a third-party arbitrator to assemble a collective bargaining agreement that would be binding for 

both parties, and would minimize disruptions to student learning. William Cuneo affirmed that his students at 

MSA were not talking about a strike or labour action, although that students had reported their professors are not 

looking forward to upcoming labour action. Alannah Kennedy affirmed this, and said that for both her students 

and Board, the strike/labour action is on the backburner, and that housing and in-person learning concerns are 

their immediate concerns. Tori Arnett indicated that SLC Cornwall students are expressing fear and anxiety 

regarding a potential strike, and that she receives many emails from students worried about the situation. Tori 

expressed that she is severely concerned for their mental health outcomes should a strike situation unfold.  

        

3. Jason Baryluk Initiates Open Issues discussion  - 15:38 

 

Jason Baryluk then opened up the floor to any open issues that student leaders and SA presidents were having on 

their campuses. Alannah Kennedy expressed her immediate concerns for housing and moving costs in 

Peterborough, and informed the group that Fleming College had just issued a statement on mandating in-

person learning for all students, with minimal exceptions. Alannah further added that Fleming College 

announced it would not be enabling online learning for the majority of classes in Winter 2022, and that her 

students were expressing strong concerns about being given such little time to plan a return to campus, find 

housing, and deal with the costs of moving. Lynn Courville also affirmed that their college was planning a 
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return to campus for in-person learning in Winter 2022, and expressed concerns for students having to find 

housing in Sudbury, which is also a city dealing with a severe housing shortage. Furthermore, Lynn added 

that the college was implementing inflexible plans that were difficult for students and Fleming SAC to adapt 

to. Ricardo Souza also confirmed this was the campus policy for Fanshawe, and that administration 

communication with students has been poor. Ahmad Alkosani expressed that in-person learning would also 

be the focus for Sault College in Winter 2022, and that students were expressing distress over having to 

change their mode of learning so quickly. Tori Arnett affirmed this and expressed she was severely concerned 

for the mental health of students.  

 

 

    8. CSA GM Jason Baryluk Calls to Adjourn Meeting – 15:55 

 

Jason Baryluk thanked all members for attending, and reaffirmed their concerns as key to informing CSA advocacy 

with the provincial government. He finished by wishing student leaders a happy holiday season, best of luck with 

exams, and a reminder of the next Open Spaces event set for January 27 2022.  
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